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Russia mourns 340
killed in school siege

Putin vows tough response to ‘attack on nation’ that left 156 kids dead

Page 6

Air Force 7
mauled N
by Bears e n
in opener | { '

Page 30 y

Air Force freshman quarterback

Shaun Carney, center, gets hit by California’s
Joe Maningo, left, and Ryan Gutierrez

during the Falcons’ 56-14 loss

at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado
Springs on Saturday. Air Force, held to 56
yards in the second half, gave up 573 yards
and the most points on opening day in school
history. See Pages 29 and 30 for details
about Saturday’s football action on campus.

AP




PAGE 2 J L]

* STARS AND STRIPES -

Monday, September 6, 2004

STARS%#STRIPES.

four Hometown Newspaper

Scene on Sunday

Shopping
heaven in Japan

Sunday

Celebrity news
from Parade

Don’t miss a
single issue.

World

Japanese princess in hiding: Ja-

pan’s Crown Princess Masako, who

is recovering from a psychological

disorder brought on by the pressures

of royal life, left her Tokyo residence

for the first time in four months on Saturday

to visit Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko, an official said.

Crown Prince Naruhito accompanied his
wife on the visit to the Imperial Palace,
which lasted about an hour, the Imperial
Houschold Agency said.

Palestinian vote: Palestinians launched a
voter registration drive Saturday, a first
step toward long-overdue elections, and
Yasser Arafat promised that voting for par-
liament and president would take place this
winter.

Arafat was one of the first of some 1.8 mil-
lion eligible voters to register, presenting
his passport at a polling station in his head-
quarters in the West Bank city of Ramallah.
The Palestinian leader, confined to the com-
pound by Israel for more than two years,
gave the building as his address.

Japan nuclear accident: Dozens of police
officers on Saturday raided the Tokyo offices
of Kansai Electric at the site of Japan’s worst
nuclear plant accident as part of a criminal
investigation into the tragedy that killed five
people last month, an official said.

The electric utility and Nihon Arm Co., an
affiliated sompeny, are. under mvesugauon

«=» What's new with old

Under cover of darkness: A

Bo FLANNIGAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

“shooter” signals to launch an EA-6B Prowler off the flight deck

of USS Kitty Hawk during nighttime flight operations. The carrier conducts flight operations
around the clock to ensure optimum proficiency for pilots, squadron and ship personnel.

Gennady Padalka and Mike Fincke in-
stalled three antennas for a new type of
cargo carrier to be launched by the Europe-
an Space Agency to the space station late
next year and replaced a 2-foot-square Rus-
sian pump panel, part of a critical system
for cooling station equipment.

Bird flu: Cats not only can catch the dead-
Iy bird flu but can spread it to other felines,
Dutch researchers said in a report that rais-
es important questions about the pets’ role
in

on suspicion of
Sulting in death and injury followins the Aug.
9 accident at the Mihama nuclear power
plant, said Shuichi Nosaka, deputy head of
Tsuruga city police.

West Nile virus: A woman in the northern
border state of Sonora became the first Mex-
ican of the year to contract West Nile virus,
but received treatment and is expected to re-
cover, the Health Department said Friday.

‘The victim, whose name was not released,
fell il July 6 in Etchojoa, Sonora, Dr. Fran”
cisco Javier Navarro, the Health Depart-
ment’s director of community services, said
in a statement.

States

Spacewalk: Leaving their orbiting out-
post unmanned, the international space sta-
tion’s two astronauts floated outside on a
spacewalk Friday and plugged in new anten-
nas and replaced a worn-out piece of cool-
ing equipment.

So far, cats have not been implicated in
the spread of avian flu to people, said Dr.
Klaus Stohr, the World Health Organiza-
tion’s influenza chief, from Washington, D.C.

Nader campaign: Ralph Nader should be
allowed on the Michigan ballot as an inde-
pendent candidate for president, the Michi-
gan Court of Appeals ruled Friday.

Nader earlier had lost a bid to get on the
Michigan ballot as the Reform Party’s presi-
dential candidate.

U.S. District Court Judge Bernard Fried-
man ruled Wednesday that Secretary of
State Terri Lynn Land could not be expect-
ed to decide which of two rival Reform
Party factions in Michigan was the proper
representative. One has nominated Nader,
but Land has said she wouldn’t recognize
the nomination until the two factions decide
which one was the legitimate representa-
tive.

Polygamy conviction: The Utah Supreme

Court on Friday denied an appeal from a
man convicted of having five wives who ar-
gued that anti-bigamy laws violated his
First Amendment right to religious free-
dom.

Attorney John Bucher had argued polyga-
my was part of Tom Green'’s religion, and
that Utah’s laws for cohabitation were so
vague that Green had no way to know he
was in violation.

FCC Super Bowl fines: The Federal Com-
munications Commission is set to vote unani-
mously for a record-setting fine against
CBS-owned stations for violating broadcast
decency standards with the network’s Janu-
ary breast-baring Super Bowl halftime
show, though some commissioners are ex-
pected to say the fines are not severe
enough, FCC sources said.

The $550,000 indecency fine would be the
largest levied against a television broadcast-
er.

Michael Jackson case: Michael Jackson,
facing child-molestation allegations, ac-
knowledged he has reached financial settle-
ments with people in the past to avoid the
embarrassment of going to court, but added
he would never harm a child.

The six-paragraph statement was re-
leased hours before the broadcast of a
lengthy television report alleging that the en-
tertainer paid $2 million to the son of an em-
ployee at his Neverland Ranch in 1990 to
avoid a child-molestation accusation.

Stories and photo from wire services

For home delivery, call DSN

225-4505 (Japan)
721-7140 (Korea)
645-2010 (Okinawa)
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uicide

omber
kills 20
in Kirkuk

BY YEHIA BARZANJI
The Associated Press

KIRKUK, Iraq — A suicide attacker
detonated a car bomb Saturday outside
an Iraqi police academy as hundreds of
trainees and civilians were leaving for
the day, killing 20 people and wounding
36 others in the latest attack designed to
thwart U.S-backed efforts to build a
strong Iraqi security force ahead of Jan-
uary elections.

US and Iraqi forces, meanwhile,
launched an operation in another north-
ern town, Tal Afar, to flush out a mili-
tant cell allegedly smuggling men and
arms in from Syria, sparking a fierce
gunbattle that left at least eight people
dead and more than 50 injured.

South of Baghdad, attackers fired mor-
tar rounds at an Iraqi police patrol, Kill-
ing three officers, said Col. Adnan
Abdul-Rahman of the Interior Ministry.
The attack occurred between the towns
of Mahmoud.lya and Latifiyah 25 miles
from the capital

The car bomb in Kirkuk littered the
street with bloodied bodies, gutted cars,
shards of glass and twisted metal. The
pollce academy’s steps were covered in

lood. “I saw one of my friends killed be-
fore my eyes. I couldn’t do anything to
help him,” said Bassem Ali, a student at
the academy who was hurt in the blast.
Kirkuk police put the toll at 20 dead and
36 wounded.

“This is a terrorist act against mem-
bers of Iraqi police who were going
home " said Kirkuk police Col. Sarhat

“Militants have blown up police sta-

Policemen look at a vehicle damaged by a car bomb which exploded,

ng at

least 20 and wounded 36 others, in Kirkuk, Iraq, on Saturday. A suicide attacker
detonated the car bomb outside a police academy as hundreds of trainees and

ci

ins were leaving for the day.

tions all over the country, gunned down
officers in drive-by shootings and bat-
tered police recruitment centers with
mortar barrages and rocket-propelled
grenades — leaving policemen increas-
ingly terrified and deterring would-be
recruits.

From April 2003 to May 2004 alone,
710 Iraqi police were killed out of a total
force of 130,000, authorities said.

In Tal Afar, a U.S. OH-58D Kiowa he-
licopter was hit by enemy fire and
forced to make an emergency landing,
said U.S. Army Capt.Angela Bowman.
The aircraft’s two crew members were
wounded, she said.

A U.S. Stryker Brigade vehicle secur-
ing the helicopter’s site was later at-
tacked by rocket-propelled grenades,
the military said. Troops fought back,
Killing two attackers.

he attacks came amid fierce resis-
tance to smash a militant cell operating
in the town, which U.S. intelligence be-
lieved had become a haven for militants
crossing the border from Syria.

Fawazi Mohammed, the head of the
local hospital, said at least eight people
died and another 50 were wounded dur-
ing the clashes.

Many of the casualties were caused
by a mortar shell explosion in a Tal Afar
market, authorities said.

In Baghdad, mortar rounds landed
near a convention center where mem-
bers of Iraq’s 100-member transitional
assembly, known as the Iraqi Council,
gathered for a meeting. Despite the ex-

plosions, delegates elected four vice
chairmen of the National Council, which
is intended to act as a watchdog over the
interim government af ane Minister
Ayad Allawi until the election.

‘The Cabinet met Saturday and agreed
to allocate more funds to security opera-
tions and rebuild areas damaged by
fighting. They also decided to build up a
strategic food reserve able to supply the
country for three months, Allawi’s office
said in a statement.

Also Saturday, saboteurs blew v up an
oil pipeline in southern Iraq,
campaign of attacks on the coumry S 011

hampering re-
construction efforts.

Firefighters struggled to put out the
blaze caused by the explosion near
Hartha, 19 miles north of Basra, and
technicians were forced to shut down
the pipeline, said police Maj. Col. Nouri
Mohammed.

In the latest hostage crisis, Iraqi mili-
tants threatened to behead a Turkish
truck driver if his employers and a Ku-
‘waiti contractor don’t leave Irag within
48 hours, according to a video aired Sat-
urday on the pan- Arab television chan-
nel Al-Arabi

France’s forelgn minister, Michel
Barnier, returned home from the Mid-
dle East without winning the release of

o French journalists held hostage
smce mid-August. But Interior Minister
Dominique de Villepin said in Paris that
there were signs Christian Chesnot and
Georges Malbrunot could be released
soon.

4 Navy SEALs
face charges
of prisoner
abuse in Iraq

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Four Navy SEALs face
charges and dlsclplmary action in a case involving
prisoner abuse in Iraq, adding to the scandal of de-
tainee abuse plaguing the Defense Department.

The four SEALs were charged Thursday with
failure to report maltreatment of detainees to prop-
er authorities, maltreatment of detainees, making
false official statements to investigators, assault
and aggravated assault, and solicitation to commit
an offense, said Cmdr. Jeff Bender, spokesman for
the Naval Speclal Warfare Command in San Diego,

News of the charges were first made public Fri-
day afternoon. The allegations surfaced when an-
other SEAL, who no longer is part of the Navy’s spe-
cial forces and who himself faces unrelated disci-
plinary action, told officials investigating his case
that he witnessed the abuse of detainees between
October 2003 and April 2004, Bender said.

Bender could not disclose the nature of the allega-
tions against the one SEAL, but said it has nothing
to do with prisoner abuse.

The alleged abuse by the four charged SEALs
did not occur at the infamous Abu Ghraib prison in
Baghdad, Bender said, which has been the source
of much of the abuse scandal surrounding the
Army that has led to a series of investigations by
high-level defense, congressional and former de-
fense officials.

However, Bender said because the investigation
against the four is ongoing, he could not say where
in Iraq the alleged abuse happened or provide any
details surrounding the allegations.

Nor did he provide any information on the four
SEAL because formal charge sheets against them
have yet to be released, Bender said.

Those charge sheets, which should identify the
SEALS by name, could be made public as early as
this week.

No dates for any dlsclplmary hearings have been
set, Bender said. The hearings are likely to take
place in San Diego, where the SEALs are based, he
said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

U.S. mllltary avoids degrading arrest tactics in Iraq

A U.S. soldier puts hi
May 2003. The U.S. military is now

bodies while they're on the ground.

foot on a suspected Iraqi thief in Tikrit, Irag, in
‘once-common arrest

techniques like bagging suspects’ heads or stepping on detainees’

BY JIM KRANE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The U.S. military
is avoiding once-common arrest
techniques like bagging suspects’
heads, the U.S. commander in
charge of the Iraqi capital said, be-
cause such actions are considered
humiliating by Iragis and pushing
new recruits into the insurgency.

“You've got to see it from a force
protection standpoint,” U.S. Army
Maj. Gen. Peter Chiarelli said.
“When we mistreat one person,
T've got a net increase of nine ene-
mies.”

Soldiers are told to avoid hand-
cuffing or blindfolding suspects —
often done by placing a cloth sack
over a suspect’s head — in front of
their families, said Chiarelli, who
commands the Texas-based 1st
AP Cavalry Division, which controls
security in Baghdad.

The Army’s 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, which guards a swath of the
Sunni Arab homeland north of
Baghdad, started a similar “digni-

ty and respect” initiative in April.
Its commander, Maj. Gen. John Ba-
tiste, asked soldiers to be more
courteous at traffic checkpoints
and to stop putting bags over de-
tainees’ heads, division

put a bag over his head,” said
Qusai Talha, a 35-year-old laborer
interviewed at Tahrir Square in
central  Baghdad. “Detention
should be done politely, until the
pnsoner is proven guilty — or not.

Maj. Neal O’Brien said.

Especially insulting is the prac-
tice of subduing Iraqi men by step-
ping on them.

“The worst thing in the world is
to put him on the ground and put
your boot on head,” Chiarelli
said Thursday at 1st Cavalry head-
quarters near Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport. “Honor is so critical
in this society. You don’t take away
aman’s honor.”

Baghdad residents, asked about
the changes, complained about the
unpopular U.S. presence in Iraq,
from the blocking of roads and
bridges to aggressive driving and
capricious detentions. Halting hu-
miliating arrest techniques is a pos-
itive development, they said, but
too little, too late.

“The detainee is not an animal to

should have consid-
ered this from the start.”

The division hired Iragis to in-
struct the 32,000 U.S. troops under
Chiarelli’s command in the cultur-
al traits and taboos of Irag’s 26 mil-
lion inhabitants. Soldiers are told
to separate a man being arrested
from his family by asking him to
go outside his home and speak to
soldiers.

“If you really need to put him in
flex cuffs, that's where you do it,
‘not in front of his family,” Chiarelli
said. About 10 percent of the divi-
sion’s troops “just don’t get it,” the
commander said, but most under-
stand the importance of treating
Tragis with dignity, even those ac-
cused of killing Americans or oth-
ers. If soldiers humiliate a man
being arrested in front of his fami-
Iy or neighbors, word spreads and
hostility swells.”
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eam line work to tie up Yokota traffic

JIM SCHULZ/Stars and Stripes
Yokota Air Base has reduced traffic to two lanes on Airlift
Avenue from the 374th Airlift Wing Headquarters to the
main gym due to an upgrade of the base steam pipes
under the roads. The work should be completed in April.

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Traf-

fic will be a little cramped along Yoko-
ta’s main drag during the next seven
months.
A section of Airlift Avenue, from
Friendship Boulevard near Bu\ldmg
314 to the Main Fitness Center, has
been reduced to two lanes so workers
can replace underground steam lines
used for heating and cooling elements
in the surrounding facilities. The $51
million project is expected to be com-
plete in early April.

“It’s going to be around with us for a
while,” said 2nd Lt. Pete Hernandez,
374th Civil Engineer Squadron's
Japan Facilities Improvement Pro-
gram chief. “So far, impact on traffic
has been minimal. However, some de-
lays are expected, particularly for driv-
ers who need to park at Building 314
or 316.”

Last year, Airlift Avenue was shut
down just north of that area for several
months as contractors installed a new
steam plant. That plant has been on-
line for at least two months, said Ray-
mond haba, resident engineer for
the US. Army Corps of Engineers
Japan District.

Motorists were directed around that
construction via Davis Street, which
they’ll now have to use to access park-
ing lots for Building 314 and 316, said
Hernandez. Those buildings sandwich
the 374th Airlift Wing’s headquarters.

People headed to the Child Develop-
ment Center behind the main gym,
which is also being renovated, must
take Davis Street. Workers are placing
manholes at the intersection of Airlift
Avenue and the access road to the
CDC, so it had to be sealed off, Kisha-
ba sai

Bobzien Ave. repaving at night

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Base officials are resurfacing Bobzien
Avenue on Yokota’s west side from
Highway 16 gate to Kearby Court, just
across the railroad tracks.

“The repaving is being done at
night,” said John Starnes, a 374th
Civil Engineer Squadron construction
inspector. “We're trying to keep traf-
fic flowing. It's got to be done in phas-
es because the road has to remain
open at all times.”

The project requires

The Jones Street extension has
been resurfaced from Bobzien Ave-
nue to the Air Mobility Command’s
temporary passenger terminal, Star-
nes said.

The repaving of Bobzien Avenue
should be finished by the end of No-
vember, he added, although it could
last into the new year.

Seikitokyu Kogyu Company Ltd.
has been contracted for all of Yokota's

projects, which include ef-

between Yokota personnel Fussa Clty
police and local government officials,
he added. Most of the work is per-
formed between 8 p.m. and 4 am.

Contractors aren’t allowed to ap-
proach the train tracks that intersect
Bobzien Avenue until 10 p.m., when a
Japan Railway representative must
be present to observe.

fotts under way at the base incinera-
tor and Tama Hills Golf Course park-
ing lot.

Collectively, Yokota is spending
about $6 million to $8 million to im-
prove roads and parking lots, Starnes
said.

— Vince Little

The current steam lines are decades
old, according to Hernandez.

“They were installed in the 1950s, re-
done in the 80s and now it's coming up
again,” he added.

Steam is used in heating elements
for many buildings in the winter, Her-
nandez said. And absorption chillers
use steam to cool facilities down in
summerti

All Airlift Avenue buildings will “be
affected by the new steam lines,"
Kishaba added.

The Airlift Avenue replacement is
part of a base-wide steam infrastruc-
ture upgrade effort, Hernandez said.
‘When complete, Yokota will have core
steam-generation plants for the west,
east and central areas.

It’s a massive project costing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars and cover-
ing many years, he said. And the gov-
ernment of Japan pays the tab.

“The Japanese government helps us
to infuse resources into the infrastruc-
ture here,” Hernandez said. “As far as
facilities at Yokota, they make it very
easy for us to maintain. That’s a nice
thing to have.

“Other bases back in the States have
problems we don’t have here. That re-
duces the number of maintenance
calls we get here at night. Some bases
have full-time people to take those
calls. We don’t have to. Our base runs
pretty smoothly. The Japanese govern-
ment takes such good care of us."
E-mail Vince Little at:
littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

U.S.: Tokorozawa fuel spill cleanup going well

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
U.S. Air Force officials, working
around-the-clock to clean up last
week’s fuel spill at the Tokoroza-
wa Communication Site, hope to
finish removal of the contaminat-
ed soil in about 10 days, according
to on-scene commander, Lt. Col.
Martin Granum.

On Tuesday, nearly 21,000 gal-
lons of diesel fuel leaked from a

supply tank for a backup genera- ~ cials.
A local firm specializing in site

tor at the 374th Airlift Wing oper-

New ‘Wave
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ated satellite radio installation
about 20 miles northeast of Yoko-
ta.

“There is no permanent dam-
age to the local community or en-
vironment, and the spill is con-
tained at this site,” Granum said.

The system that malfunctioned
is out of service, he added, and
there’s no threat of another spill.

Granum said the Air Force has
worked closely with Tokyo’s De-
fense Facilities Administration
Bureau and Tokorozawa City offi-
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cleanup was granted a $250,000
contract by Yokota officials Thurs-
day to remove the contaminated
soil from Tokorozawa, according
to a 374th Airlift Wing news re-
lease. The company had removed
almost 1,000 cubic yards of soil by

“We anticipate this removal ef-
fort will continue into the middle
of September, with overall com-
pletion of backfill and seedmg by

“I'm satlsﬁed with our overall
” Granum said. “The
saster-control group and team at

purchase of a futon

group, bioenvironmental

day it happened," he said.

Yokota continue to work hard to
ensure everything is being done
as quickly as possible. We’ve had
a great response from our med
engi-
neers, contracting squadron, fire
department and readiness people.

“Restoration began quickly,
and the spill was contained the

An investigation continues into
the incident.

The Tokorozawa facility is a
small radio site run by 374th Com-
munications Squadron personnel.
About 10 people work at the loca-
tion.
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U.S. official says ‘clock ticking’ for bin Laden

BY MATTHEW PENNINGTON
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — The
United States and its allies have
moved closer to capturing Osama
bin Laden in the last two months, a
top U.S. counterterrorism official
said in a television interview aired
Saturday.

“If he has a watch, he should be
looking at it because the clock is
ticking. He will be caught,” Jo-
seph Cofer Black, the U.S. State
Department coordinator for coun-
terterrorism, told private Geo tele-
vision network.

Asked if concrete progress had
been made during the last two

months — when Pakistan has ar-
rested dozens of terror suspects in-
cluding some key al-Qaida opera-
tives — Black said, “Yes, I would
say this.”

Black, who briefed a group of
Pakistani_journalists_after talks
with offi here Friday, said he
could not predict exactly when bin
Laden and other top al-Qaida fugi-
tives would be nabbed.

“What I tell people, I would be
surprised but not necessarily
shocked if we wake up tomorrow
and he’s been caught along with all
his lieutenants. That can happen
because of the programs and infra-
structure in place,” he told Geo.

Bin Laden and his top associate

IMPORTANT
S msiciosa s suppb)
paymend.

Ayman al-Zawahri are believed to
be hiding some place along the
long and rugged border between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Offi-
cials have divulged no solid intelli-
gence on their exact whereabouts,
and it's not clear if they have any.

Pakistan is a key ally of the Unit-
ed States in its war on terror, and
Black’s visit comes weeks after Pa-
Kistani security forces captured
Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, a Tanza-
nian wanted for the 1998 U.S. em-
bassy bombings in east Africa,
and Mohammed Naeem Noor
Khan, a Pakistani computer ex-
pert allegedly linked to al-Qaida
operatives around the world.

The arrests led to a terror warn-
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ing in the United States, and ar-
rests in Britain and the United
Arab Emirates.

Black attended a meeting of the
Pakistan-U.S. Joint  Working
Group on Counterterrorism and
Law Enforcement in Islamabad on
Thursday and Friday.

During the talks, Pakistan asked
US. officials for more helicopters,
surveillance and communications
equipment to help Pakistani forc-
es guard border areas near Af-
ghanistan “more efficiently,” a Pa-
kistani official at the talks said.

“We got a positive response
from the American officials,” said
the official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.
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Pakistan has deployed about
70,000 troops along the Afghan bor-
der and conducted several military
operations this year in its lawless
tribal regions against al-Qaida sus-
pects and their local supporters.

Black hailed Pakistan’s efforts
in counterterrorism — despite crit-
icism from Western officials who
say that elements of the former rul-
ing Taliban regime in Afghanistan
still operate inside Pakistan.

“In terms of national programs
and effectiveness, I would put Pa-
Kistan up against anyone else. ... If
you look at the arrest they have
made, the information they have
developed and the lives that have
been saved, Pakistan is doing a
great job,” he said.
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Putin: ‘It is an attack on our nation’

Death toll of Russian school siege climbs to more than 340, including 156 kids

BY MIKE ECKEL
The Associated Press

BESLAN, Russia — Anguished
parents searched handwritten
hospital lists Saturday as the
death toll rose above 340 amid
conflicting accounts of how the
three-day seizure of a Russian
school erupted into its bloody de-
nouement.

President  Vladimir ~ Putin
warned the nation in a solemn
televised address that internation-
al terrorists had declared “a
full-scale war” against Russia
and that due to the collapse of the
Soviet Union, the nation was
weakened and unable to respond
effectively as it must.

He called for Russians to mobi-
lize against what he said was the
“common danger” of terrorism.
Measures would be taken, Putin
promised, to strengthen Russia’s
unity and overhaul the law en-
forcement organs, which he ac-
knowledged had been infected by
corruption.

“What happened was a terror-
ist act that was inhuman and un-
precedented in its cruelty,” Putin
told the nation. “It is a challenge
not to the president, the parlia-
ment and the government but a
challenge to all of Russia, to all of
our people. It is an attack on our
nation.”

Regional Emergency Situa-
tions Minister Boris Dzgoyev said
323 victims, including 156 chil-
dren, had been killed in School
No. 1 in Beslan, an industrial city
in the southern Russian region of
North Ossetia. More than 542 peo-
ple including 336 children were
hospitalized after the crisis ended
in a rash of explosions and a cross-
fire of bullets, medical officials
said.

The figures were staggering be-
cause Russian officials had initial-
ly said that there were only 350
hostages — a number that turned
out to be at least three times
lower than now believed.
Dzgoyev said that 35 attackers

heavily-armed and explo-
sive-laden men and women —
had been eliminated after the
10-hour gun and explosives battle
which erupted shortly after 1
p.m, Friday.

Many questions remain unan-
swered, including who the mili-
tants were and what they wanted,
though officials linked the attack
to Russia’s bloody war in neigh-
boring Chechnya, as well as to in-
ternational terrorist groups, amid
reports that there were at least
nine Arabs among the hos-
tage-takers.

AP

Ossetians read lists of those hostages who escaped from a seized school outside Beslan’s
hospital Saturday in Northern Ossetia. Fear has given way to grief, anger and desperation
for loved ones of hundreds of children and adults who were taken hostage at School No. 1
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Arab media decries
‘our terrorist sons’

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Muslims worldwide are the
main perpetrators of terrorism, a humiliating and
painful truth that must be acknowledged, a promi-
nent Arab writer and television executive wrote
Saturday, as Middle East media and officials ex-
pressed horror at the bloody rebel siege of a Rus-
sian school.

Unusually forthright self-criticism followed the
end of the hostage crisis, along with warnings that
such actions inflict more damage to the image of
Islam than all its enemies could hope. Arab leaders
and Muslim clerics denounced the school seizure
as unjustifiable and expressed their sympathy.

Tmages of terrified young survivors being car-
ried from the scene aired repeatedly on Arab TV
stations. Pictures of dead and wounded children
ran on front pages of Arab newspapers Saturday.

“Holy warriors” from the Middle East long have
supported fellow Muslims fighting in Chechnya,
and Russian officials said nine or 10 Arabs were
among militants killed.

“Our terrorist sons are an end-product of our
corrupted culture,” Abdulrahman al-Rashed, gen-
eral manager of Al-Arabiya television wrote in his
daily column published in the pan-Arab Asharq
Al-Awsat newspaper. It ran under the headline,
“The Painful Truth: All the World Terrorists are
Muslims!”

Al-Rashed ran through a list of recent attacks
by Islamic extremist groups — in Russia, Iraq,
Sudan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen — many of which
are influenced by the ideology of Osama Bin
Laden, the Saudi-born leader of the al-Qaida ter-
ror network.
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Putin made a li ing-quick
dawn visit to the grieving city, as
smoke was still rising from the
shattered school. His visit did lit-
tle, however, to ease the grief and
anger in this Russian Orthodox re-
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gion set amid the
Muslim North Caucasus.

Russian authorities said the
bloody end to the standoff came
Friday after explosions were ap-
parently set off by the militants —
possibly by accident — as emer-
gency workers entered the school
courtyard to collect the bodies of
slain hostages.
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Edge of storm
whipping Fla.

BY ALLEN G. BREED
The Associated Press

FORT PIERCE, Florida — Po-
tent but slow-moving Hurricane
Frances snapped power lines and
whipped the Atlantic coast with
winds over 90 mph Saturday,

ocking out electricity for about
two million people and forcing Flo-
ridians to endure another day of
waiting and worrying.

The wind uprooted trees and
peeled off roofs; coastal waters re-
sembled a churning hot tub.
“Those folks are getting pounded,
and they've got worse to come,”
said Max Mayfield, director of the
National Hurricane Center.

Frances crawled toward Florida
at just 5 mph before stalling over
warm water, more than a day later
than predicted. The storm’s eye
wasn’t expected to hit east-central
Florida until early Sunday.

Frances shattered windows, top-
pled power lines and flooded nelgh-
borhoods in the Bahamas, driving
thousands from their homes. The
Freeport airport was partially sub-
merged in water.

Frances’ arrival came three
weeks after Hurricane Charley
killed 27 people and caused bil-
lions of dollars in damage in south-
western Florida.

For some Floridians, the second
storm couldn’t arrive soon enough.

“I just want it to be quick. Just
get it over with,” said Woodeline
Jadis, 20, tired of waiting at a shel-
ter in Orlando.

The storm’s leading edge pound-
ed the Florida coast early Satur-
day, and about 300 miles of coast-

e remained under a hurricane
warning. Frances was so big that
virtually the entire state feared
damage from wind and water.
Forecasters said the storm would
dump 8 to 12 inches of rain, with
up to 20 inches in some areas.

“This is the time to show some
resolve and not be impatient,”
Gov. Jeb Bush said. “This is adan-
gerous, dangerous storm.”

The largest evacuation in state
history, with 2.8 million residents
ordered inland, sent 70,000 resi-
dents and tourists into shelters.
‘The storm shut down much of Flor-

AP

Hurricane Frances batters boats Saturday in the marina at Palm Beach

Shores, Fla.

ida, including airports and amuse-
ment parks, at the start of the usu-
ally busy Labor Day weekend.

Frustrated by Frances’ sluggish
pace, Deborah Nicholas dashed
home from a Fort Pierce shelter to
take a shower, but stayed only a
few minutes when the lights start-
ed flickering and trees began pop-
ping out of the ground. She has
slept in a deck chair at a high
school cafeteria since Wednesday.

“I'm going stir crazy,” Nicholas
said. “P'm going to be in a strait-
jacket by Monday.”

Residents could take comfort
that Frances weakened as it lin-
gered off the coast. Forecasters

downgraded it to a Category 2 hur-
ricane as sustained winds receded
to 105 mph, down from 145 earlier.
But the heavy rain forecast still
threatened to cause widespread
ﬂnodmg
ind gusts reached 91 mph at

Jupiter Inlet north of West Palm

each. Florida Power & Light
pulled crews off the streets be-
cause of heavy wind, meaning
those without power would have to
wait until the storm subsided, utili-
ty spokesman Bill Swank said.

Frances was expected to push
across the state as a tropical storm
just north of Tampa, weaken to a
tropical depression and drench the
Panhandle on Monday before mov-
ing into Alabama.

Braving hurricane
with reptile friends

BY SARAH MYRICK
Scripps Howard News Service

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — While
most people took refuge with fami-
ly members or fled Hurricane
Frances, Raymond Gonshaw and
Kristina Turk rode out the storm
in Fort Pierce with 400 reptiles.

Gonshaw, president of the St.
Lucie Regional Herpetological So-
ciety, owns a reptile breeding and
resctie operation.

But, what's a reptile breeder
with an assortment of alligators,
poisonous snakes and 100-pound
gopher tortoises to do when a hur-
ricane threatens the area?

And, that's not to mention the
1,000 mice and rats needed to feed
the animals.

Gonshaw, 40, and his fiancee,
Turk, along with a few volunteers,
will move the animals from an
81-acre site in Fort Pierce — bag-
ging up poisonous snakes and stor-
ing alligators in large five-gallon
totes.

The snakes and larger reptiles
will be fed before they are stored
and can survive on water for
about two weeks, Gonshaw said.

But, the frogs, bearded dragons,
and iguanas will likely feast on sal-
ads and fruits.

With two dogs, two cats — in ad-
dition to the reptiles — Gonshaw
and Turk are more worried about
their home’s being damaged by
the animals than by Hurricane
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Medicare premiums get record rise for '05

BY MARK SHERMAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Medicare
premiums for doctor visits are
going up a record $11.60 a month
next year. The Bush administra-
tion says the increase reflects a
strengthened Medicare, while
Democrats complain that seniors
are being unfairly socked.

Monthly payments for Part B
of the government health-care
program for older and disabled
Americans — doctor visits and
most other non-hospital expenses
— will jump to $78.20 from
$66.60, a 17 percent increase, the
administration said Friday.
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NEW YORK

SEOUL
MANILA

SEOUL
MANILA

NEW YORK BOSTON

USA CENTRAL & EAST 1CITY 54 7 ~ fioteuasons)
*LAST MINUTES SEPTEMBER ASIA SPECIAL!*— MA
$250 ~ @)
$407 ~ e
*EARLY BIRD OCTOBER ASIA SPECIAL!
$262~ v m'mmnnepa"“e £ v
$388 ~ s
FROM FUKUOKA

The administration, seeking po-
litical advantage among older vot-
ers, has tried to depict the Medi-
care law, with its first-ever pre-
scription drug benefit, as a boon
to seniors.

“The new premiums reflect an
enhanced Medicare that is provid-
ing seniors and people with dis-
abilities with strengthened access
to physician services and new pre-
ventive benefits,” said Dr. Mark
McClellan, administrator of the
federal Centers for Medicare and
Medi Services.

The increase reflects rapidly
rising health costs and last year’s
Medicare overhaul, McClellan

IACE TRAVE‘!. NETWORK
IACE TRAVEL®

said. For example, the law
blocked a planned 4.5 percent cut
in Medicare payments to physi-
cians and replaced it with a 1.5
percent increase.

But Democrats and other crit-
ics have derided the law as a give-
away to insurers, drug makers
and medical providers.

“George Bush is presiding over
aMedicare system that is socking
seniors with the largest premium
hike in the program’s 40-year his-
tory,” said Phil Singer, spokes-
man for Democrat John Kerry’s
presidential campaign.

The timing of the release — the
day after the Republican conven-
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tion, just before the Labor Day
weekend and with a hurricane
bearing down on Florida and its
nearly 3 million Medicare recipi-
ents — also drew criticism Fri-
day.

“This is a cynical attempt to
bury bad news by leaking it out
when you hope no one is watch-
ing,” said Rep. Fortney “Pete”
Stark, D-Calif. “This administra-
tion has had four years to im-
prove Medicare and instead have
made it worse. Today’s news re-
flects the reality, not rhetoric, of
this administration’s bad record
on Medicare.”

McClellan denied any effort to
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coordinate the release with
events. “We're getting these num-
bers out as soon as we can,” he
said.

The premiums are updated an-
nually under a formula set by

law.

The federal government picks
up about 75 percent of the cost of
Part B benefits and beneficiaries
pay the rest.

Premiums have been increas-
ing at an accelerating pace in re-
cent years, rising 13.5 percent in
2004 and 8.7 percent last year.

In addition, the deductible for
Part B services will rise $10 next
year, to $110, another change
mandated by the Medicare law.
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Clinton in good spirits as

he awaits heart

BY FRANK ELTMAN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — As he prepared
for heart bypass surgery early
next week, Bill Clinton was in
good spirits, dressed in street
clothes and walking around his
hospital room Saturday morning,
people close to the Clinton family
said.

The former presidenl said he
was “a little scared, but not
much” of the surgery but was
looking forward to a swift recov-
ery and resuming normal activi-
ties such as jogging.

He was hospnalued Friday
with chest pains and shortness of
breath. The upcoming operation
could limit his role in campaign-
ing for fellow Democrat John
Kerry, who is making a run for

Honoring

the
House.
“Let me
just say this,
Republicans
aren’t  the
only people
who  want
four

White

in a live i
terview Fri-
day evening
on CNN’s “Larry King Live.”

An angiogram showed that Clin-
ton, who turned 58 two weeks
ago, had significant blockage in
his heart arteries but did not suf-
fer a heart attack, a doctor who
performed the test told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Clinton

those who ans
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surgery

Clinton blamed the blockage in
part on genetics but also said he
“may have done some damage in
those years when I was too care-
less about what I ate.”

“T guess I'm a little scared, but
not much,” he said. “I'm looking
forward to it. I want to get back. T
want to see what it's like to run
five miles agai

His wlfe Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton, said the former president
would have surgery early next
week and no further information
about his condition would be re-
leased until the operation is fin-
ished.

“I wanted to report to you that
my husband is doing very well,”
she said outside New York Pres-
byterian  Hospital/Columbia,
where the former president is
being treated. “He’s in great
humor. He's beating all of us at
cards and the rest of the games
we're playing.”

In bypass surgery, a new piece
of blood vessel, usually taken
from the patient’s leg, is sewn
into place to create a detour
around a blockage. Patients typi-
cally spend three to five days in
the hospital and are encouraged
1o be fairly active right away.

Clinton had agreed to cam-
paign for Kerry in the two months
before the Nov. 2 general election
and had already appeared at
some Democratic Party events.

Both President Bush and
Kerry, the junior senator from
Massachusetts, sent best wishes
to Clinton.

Vice President Dick Cheney,
who has had four heart attacks,
called Clinton from Las Vegas
and wished him well. Anne Wom-
ack, Cheney’s spokeswoman, said
the former president “sounded
good.”

High gas prices hamper holiday road trips
Across the country, gasoline prices are higher this Labor Day weekend
than last year. The recent surge in the price of crude oil is one reason.

Average price of regular gasoline
With increase over same time last year

Current
figures
are as of
Aug. 30
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Motorists resigned
to high fuel prices

The Associated Press

ORANGE, Va. — Pointing to the
Dodge Durango sport utility vehi-
cle she uses even for short trips,
bed-and-breakfast owner Patricia
North puckered her lips and mim-
icked the sound of water going
down a drain.

“The price of gasoline annoys
me,” said North, 43, who was leav-
ing the post office in Orange, a pic-
turesque town of 4,100 about 70
mlles southwest of the nation’s cap-

tal. “But does it stop me from
doing stuff? No.”

North is not alone, as Americans
appear to be getting used to paying
more to drive — even if it means
lhey have less money to buy other

-Mart Stores Inc., the
world’s largest retailer, blamed dis-
appointing August sales on shop-
pers spending more just getting to
and from stores.

So while motorists began the

summer with indignation as gaso-
line prices rose above $2 a gallon
in much of the country, many are
ending it with an equal dose of res-
ignation, as pump prices and de-
mand remain higher than last
year.

The average price of unleaded

gasoline nationwide is

Sl 87a gallon according to the En-
ergy Department. While that's
down 8 percent from the late-May
peak of $2.03, it’s still 12 cents
more expensive than a year ago.

At the same time, the amount of
gasoline Americans use each day
is increasing, according to govern-
ment data, though the rise in con-
sumption is not as strong as it was
at the start of the summer, suggest-
ing higher pnces have curbed driv-
ing somewhat. estimates
there will be about 28.7 million
travelers on the road this Labor
Day holiday weekend a2 percent
jump from last year.

Court to address gay parent rights

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The West Virginia Su-
preme Court has agreed to decide whether state
law recognizes the parental rights of same-sex

partners.

Tina Burch is appealing for custody of the
4-year-old son of her lesbian partner, ChristinaD.  Burch
Smarr, who died in a 2002 car accident. Within
hours of Smarr’s death, Smarr’s brothers-in-law

his grandparents.

took the child from Burch and handed him over to

Alower court ruled in December that state law
does not give a homosexual the right to win legal
guardianship of a former partner’s child; Burch
appealed. On Thursday, the state high court
agreed to hear the case, and voted 3-2 to grant
Burch temporary custody.
is arguing state law allows for custody to
be awarded to a child’s

From The Associated Press
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Another ‘Top Model’

“America’s Next Top Model” is
heading back to the runway. The
UPN reality show has announced
the cast for
its third sea-

Under the
menmring of
Banks,

14 aspmn
i Banks

tests of catwalks, fitness and pub-
licity skills. The contests, accord-
ing to the show’s Web site, will be
judged for “both inner and outer
beauty.”

‘The models’ poise likely will be
tested while they live together in
a New York City loft under con-
stant  surveillance from the
show’s cameras.

‘Collateral’ celebrated

Tom Cruise was playing cold
and heartless in Italy at the Ven-
ice International Film Festival in
his hit-man role as Vincent, the
devil in a gray tailored su, in

acl

Malm's
tion-thriller
“Collateral.”

isn’t
in competi-
tion for an

= award, got a
warm greet-
ing Friday at

Cruise the 61st festi-

val, being
held on the small Lido island off
central Venice. The festival ends
Sept. 11 with an awards ceremo-
ny hosted by Sophia Loren.

Cruise plays against type as a
psychopathic murderer, while
Jamie Foxx is a hapless but good-
hearted taxi driver.

‘Weird’ insect attack

Things got hairy for parody
singer “Weird Al” Yankovic as a
flock of unwanted fans rushed on-
stage during his performance at a
state fair in southern Illinois.

Green
moths,
swarmed
Yankovic,
some nesting
in his trade-
mark long
curly locks.

“My band
asked me if T
could find a

where  we
would be at-
tacked by in-
sects,” Yankovic told his audi-
ence Wednesday at the Du Quoin
State Fair. “I said I would see
what I could do.”

Yankovic didn’t seem bugged
by the uninvited guests, though,
as he plugged along with songs
and costume changes during his
self-described “rock and comedy
multimedia extravaganza” to sup-
port his recent album, “Poodle
Hat.”

.
Yankovich

Gary Levox, left, Joe Don Rooney, center, and Jay DeMarcus of the group Rascal Flatts, accept the award for top vocal group at the 39th annual
Academy of Country Music Awards on May 26. These cowboys have hit mainstream radio with a bang after their debut album in 2000.

Suburban cowboys enjoy their country run

BY JOHN HAYES
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Hard-core traditionalists, stop whining. In
the big, inclusive tent of country music, Ras-
cal Flatts is country simply because it says it
is. Mainstream radio disciples, you stop whin-
ing, too. There’s tons of great country music
beyond your little frequencies.

Suburban cowboys Gary Levox, Jay DeMar-
cus and Joe Don Rooney are sick and tired of
being bombarded by the argument, too.
They’ve been hearing it since the Disney cor-
poration’s Hollywood Records issued the
vocal group’s slippery-when-wet debut in
2000. The bubbly drive-time melodies and
poppy Mutt Lange-style vocal harmonies
sung by cute young heartthrobs slid snugly

OFFIC

Dedicated Year-Round In-

into a mainstream radio groove cut to catch
young and youngish women.

It caught them, all right. Rascal Flatts
spawned four Top 10 singles and became one
of only three platinum debuts by recording
artists in the past five years. “Melt,” the al-
bum’s 2002 successor, passed platinum in five
weeks and has so far Sound Scanned twice
that amount in sales. It, too, produced four
played-to-death singles. Last year, Rascal
Flatts was named Vocal Group of the Year by
the Country Music Association, Academy of
Country Music and publisher ASCAP.

Somewhere between a whirlwind of road
trips , the group and their producers found
time to screen some 3,000 songs in search of
new material. Plus, individual members and
their co-writers came up with a fresh batch of

originals, four of which made the cut and land-
ed on the new CD.

Levox promises that the album, “Feels Like
Today,” is lush with snappy snares and over-
lapping overwhelmingly poppy vocal harmo-
nies. It hits the record bins on Sept. 28.

“I think on the production side of things, we
got to pick out the drum sounds that we really
like,” he says. “Vocally, we are what we are,
but on this record we spent a lot of time get-
ting it just right. We have so many influences
— bluegrass, gospel, we all grew up on coun-
try music, Willie, Merle, Waylon, Hank. ... But
(we) just sing it the way it feels. We don’t try
to sound traditional or like pop singers. We
did some new things vocally this time: harmo-
nies that are different, all of us singing the
same lines of choruses and then breaking out
with the country melody stuff.”
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YOUR MONEY

For some, cost
Is a pet peeve

New owners urged
to budget for care

BY EILEEN ALT POWELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Kittens and puppies at the pet
store or local pound may tug at your heartstrings,
but new pet owners soon find that animal compan-
fons also can tug at their pursestrings.

Caring for a pet can be expensive even if the ani-
mal has no serious illnesses or special medical
needs, which can add considerably to the cost. It's
something many families overlook when they’re
adopting or buying a pet.

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruel-
ty to Animals, which is based in New York, says the
cost of maintaining a large dog can run about $660 a
year. That would cover food, routine veterinary vis-
its and miscellaneous expenses, such as leashes, bed-
ding, toys and treats. A medium-sized dog can cost
about $450, while a small one will run about $300.

Cat costs are nothing to shake a paw at either,
with a cat’s maintenance running about $350 a year,
the society estimates.

Gail Buchwald, an ASPCA vice president, said
that for most people, it's an acceptable trade-off.

“I'know that $600 — or even $300 — sounds like a
lot,” she said. “But of course, what you get back
from a pet is priceless.”

That’s what Emily Foley, a public relations spe-
cialist in Royal Oak, Mich., is discovering with her
first pet, Suds, a black and white kitten.

“We had no idea he’d become a line item in our
monthly budget,” Foley said. “We've spent $500 so
far for shots, neutering, declawing, flea stuff, things
like that. It really adds up.”
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Suds rests Tuesday on Marc Drake’s arm as Drake's
iend, Emily Foley, looks on in their apartment in
Rnyal 0ak, Mich. “We had no idea he'd hecome a line
item in our monthly budget,” Foley said.

Then, of course, there’s the lure of cat accesso-
ries, some more necessary than others, she said.

“I didn’t know what cats like, so I picked out one
of everything,” Foley said. That included a modern
litter box for $30 and an ID tag. “I also bought him a
bed, which he’s never used, and a ‘kitty condo’ with
lots of levels for climbing, which he’s never used ex-
cept to scratch a little,” she added.

But Foley said Suds is worth the investment.

“You come home from work and you're bummed
out about whatever, and there’s doing back-
flips and racing around and then wanting to cud-
dle,” she said.

Daisy Okas, assistant vice president for communi-
cations with the American Kennel Club in New
York, said people “know they're supposed to feed
their dog, to pick up after their dog, but they don’t
necessarily think about ongoing costs that are in-
volved.”

Families should start by researching various
breeds to find a pet compatible with their lifestyle
and likely to fit into their budgets.

And owners also need to think about what hap-
pens when they travel. Both temporary boarding fa-
cilities and dog or cat sitters can be expensive.

Military rates
Japanese yen (Sept, 7
South Korean won (sept. 4)..

Shortcuts can improve
e-mail storage Outlook

Q. Is there a shortcut method to
saving Microsoft Outlook e-mail to
a personal folder on your hard
drive? — Patrick King

A. The easiest way to back up
entire Outlook e-mail files, includr
ing the entire inbox of messages
is to install a utility that Microsoft
does not include in Outlook. It is,
however, available for
download in Microsoft’s
downloads ~ area  at
www.microsoft.com/
office.

Go there and use the
search term Personal
Folders Backup. This
takes you to a list of the
backup tools for the vari-
ous versions of Office, in-
cluding 2000, 2002 and
2003. Click your version
and you'll get a down-
load page. The download
is tiny at 160 kilobytes
and it alters your software to add
a Backup command under File.

Henceforth a user can select a
mailbox, then click on File and
Backup and point toward any
part of the hard drive or a remov-
able storage device to receive the
backup copy.

Q. I recently saw information
for a personal server that pro-
vides for automatic backup of se-
lected files and remote access
and file sharing through a link so
colleagues can log on by way of
the Web. They claim security,
ease of use and setup designed
for average users. What's the
deal here? — Helen Kallal

A. There was a time when the
crystal-ball gazers thought that

this idea of selling backup storage

of their key files would be the In-
ternet’s proverbial better mouse-
trap, Ms. K.

Instead, storage just became an-
other one among all the other lit-
tle-known-but-fabulous tools still

Ask Jim

y
Jim Coates.

waiting for the world to click a
path to their Web sites.

For small businesses and indi-
viduals there are any number of
services that sell storage space on
their own banks of computers lo-
cated in secure locations. At the
high end for consumers and small
businesses are local storage offer-
ings such as Mirra Inc.’s
Personal Server, where

you make complete back-

ups of a machine and
then allows those you ap-
prove to log on to a Web
page and download what-
ever is kept in a secure
shared folder.

Prices start at $400
for an  80-gigabyte
/) hard-drive-based  sys-
tem and range up to
$750 for a huge 250-gb
setup. See Mirra.com for details.

Less costly in the short term
and much simpler are remote
data warehousing services such
as MyDocsOnline.com that let
you either work through a Web
browser or the networking fea-
tures in Windows XP to do back-
ups by dragging stuff into a
so-called Web Folder. My Docs
Online Inc. charges as little as
$10 per quarter for 50 megabytes
of storage on its machines.

While quite different than Mir-
ra’s hardware-based system, My
Docs Online nicely serves the
need to back up key information
and readily share it with whomev-
er you care to trust. You also can
put stuff in a public folder that
the unwashed masses can access.
Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at
[coates@tribune.com o1 wa shai mal at
the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435

Michigan Ave., Chicago IL 60611. Ques-
tions dan be snswerca only trough his
column. Add your point of view at:
www.chicagotribune.com/askjim

Hong Kong (Doflar
Hungary (Forint)
Iceland (Krona)
Israel (Shekel

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — When you
apply for a job, your cover letter
is often an employer’s glimpse of
you beyond the basic information
on your résumé. It’s important to
make a good first impression.

Consider the following:

M Address it to a specific per-
son. Letters addressed “To whom
it may concern” show you have lit-
tle knowledge of the company
and provide a reason to shunt
your application from in-box to
in-box before it finally lands in
the recycling bin.

M Call the company or check
its Web site to find out specifical-
ly who is likely to be reading your
materials.

M Keep it relevant — and brief.
Talk about recent or noteworthy
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that_play up
your strengths. Be careful to sup-

Revamp your cover letter

ply new information instead of re-
iterating what the employer will
find out from your résume.

B Remember why you're writ-
ing the cover letter. Be specific
about what job you're interested
in and what you believe you can
do for the company. Find out
what the company needs and de-
scribe how you can help.

B End with a call to action. Ask
the employer to call or e-mail
you, instead of writing that you'll
follow up with them. Provide the
necessary contact information,
even if you've already included it
at the top of your letter. (You
should still follow up with a
phone call or an e-mail within a
week o